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Tier 4 Maintenance Requirements 

What are maintenance requirements for? 

 

 

 

Course Fees: 

 

 

 

 

Living Costs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Documents: 

 

 

 

Official Sponsor Letter 

You must show that you are able to pay your course fees for the duration of your studies in 

the UK.  So evidence is required to show that you are able to pay the course fees as well as 

living costs. 

 

Å If the course is over 12 months, you must show you have enough money for the first year. If 

the course is 12 months or less, you must show you have enough money for the entire 

course. 

Å Any tuition fees paid to the University before you apply can be deducted from the total 

amount. This can be evidenced on your CAS or by receipts. 

Å Study in Glasgow:  you must show an amount of £1015 per month up to a maximum of 

9 months. For example, if your course is 9 months or more then you need to show 

£9135 (£1015 x 9 months). If your course lasts for only one month you need to show 

£1015. Study in London, the amount per month is £1265 but the same rules apply. 

Å If your financial sponsor is providing some of your living costs, you must show 

evidence that shows the remaining living costs. For example, if you receive £1000 per 

month from your financial sponsor, then you need to show funds for the remaining 

£15 for Glasgow study, or £265 for London, per month up to a maximum of 9 months. 

Å If you are living at the university's accommodation (for example, Caledonian Court for 

the Glasgow campus) and have made payments to the university for the 

accommodation, this will be stated on your CAS and you can deduct a maximum of 

£1265 from your living costs total. 

Å You must submit supporting financial documents which meet formal requirements. Your 

CAS will state how much fees you have paid (course fees and university accommodation) 

and UKVI will use this information to calculate your required living costs. 

Å These funds can be demonstrated with the following documents: Official Financial Sponsor 

Letter, Bank Statements/Bank Letter or Loan Letter. 
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Sponsored Students - Official Financial Sponsor Letter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tier 4 applicants can receive official financial sponsorship from: 

¶ Her Majesty's Government 

¶ Their home government 

¶ The British Council 

¶ An international organisation/company 

¶ A university or a UK independent school. 

 

If your sponsorship covers your full fees and living expenses, meaning you are fully sponsored, 

you do not require additional bank statements but you will need to provide an Official 

Financial Sponsorship Letter. If you are not fully sponsored, you will need to show evidence of 

funds to cover the remaining balance. 

 

The letter from your Official Financial Sponsor must be on their official letter-headed paper 

or their stationery bearing their official stamp. 

The letter must include: 

¶ Your full name 

¶ The name/contact details of your official financial sponsor 

¶ Date of the letter & the length of your sponsorship 

¶ The amount of money they are giving to you on a monthly basis or a statement to confirm 

they will cover all of your fees and living costs. 

¶ If your financial sponsor is only covering some of your course fees or living costs, you must 

show that you have the rest of the money needed. 

¶ If you are currently financially sponsored or your financial sponsorship ended within 12 

months of your application being made, you will need your sponsor’s permission to stay in 

or re-enter the UK. The financial sponsor’s conditional consent must be in writing. This must 

confirm that your sponsor has no obligation to you continuing your studies in the UK. 
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Example of an Official Financial Sponsor Letter: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Example of 

Official financial 

sponsor letter  



Tier 4 Maintenance Requirements 
 

Page 4 of 14 
 

 

 

Self-funded students: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You must show that you have held the correct 

amount of money for at least 28 consecutive days 

before the date you complete your visa application 

online – your funds must NOT have dropped below 

the required amount during this time. 

Acceptable documents include: 

¶ A letter confirming your Education Loan. 

¶ A current bank statement dated no more than 
31 days old. 

¶ A bank letter dated no more than 31 days old 
confirming your funds have been held for 28 
days. 

¶ A deposit certificate issued at least 28 days 
after the date of deposit and dated no more 
than 21 days old. 
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Education Loan ï Loan Letter: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can provide a letter from a regulated 
financial institution confirming that you have 
a loan that is provided by the national 
government, the state or regional 
government or a government sponsored 
student loan company, or that it is part of an 
academic or education loans scheme. 
 
The letter must be: 
 

¶ Original and must be dated no more 
than 6 months before the date of the 
application 

¶ It must show your name (cannot be 
loan in parent’s name) 

¶ Date of issue 

¶ The financial institutions name and logo 

¶ The money available as a loan 

¶ Confirmation that there are no 
conditions placed on the release of the 
funds other than the visa application 
being successful. 
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Example of 

a Loan 

Letter 



Tier 4 Maintenance Requirements 
 

Page 7 of 14 
 

Bank Statement: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bank statements must be for a consecutive 28-
day period and the end date of the statement 

must not be later than 31 days before the 
application is made. For example, if your bank 
statement is from 1 June to 30 June, you must 
not make your application later than 31 July. 

 
Bank statements must be original and must 
show: 

¶ Your name or your parent(s) name(s); 

¶ Account number; and 

¶ Date of statement; and 

¶ Bank’s name and logo; and 

¶ Amount available; and 

¶ Amount must be available for at least 28 
consecutive days. 

 

You can also obtain a letter from the bank stating all 

of the information above which confirms that there 

is enough money to cover your course fees and 

living costs. If the bank provides a computer print-

out of your bank statement(s) they need to stamp 

every page. 
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 Example of a 

personal bank 

statement 

*DISCLAIMER – the figures shown are to be used ONLY as an example. 
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 *DISCLAIMER – the figures shown are to be used ONLY as an example. 

Example of online bank 

statement – this must be 

verified by the bank with 

each page stamped with 

the bank’s official stamp, or 

this should be accompanied 

with a bank letter 

confirming the information 

on the page above. 

*DISCLAIMER – the figures shown are to be used ONLY as an example. 
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Example of an ad-hoc bank 

statement – must be 

printed on the bank’s letter 

headed paper.  

*DISCLAIMER – the figures shown are to be used ONLY as an example. 
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*DISCLAIMER – the figures shown are to be used ONLY as an example. 

 
Example of 

a Loan 

Letter 
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Certificate of Deposit (common in China) 

 

  These can be acceptable however the Home Office requires instant access to funds 

as part of their maintenance requirements, therefore the document must not 

include any statements which suggest funds are not instantly accessible. 

They must include: 

¶ Your name or your parent’s/legal guardian’s name 

¶ The account number 

¶ The financial institution’s name and logo 

¶ The amount required maintenance funds for a consecutive 28 day period 
with the date of the closing balance dated no more than 31 days before 

your application submission date. 
 

An example of a 

certificate of 

deposit 



Tier 4 Maintenance Requirements 
 

Page 13 of 14 
 

Students using parentôs bank account: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are using your parent’s bank account, you must provide all of the following documents: 

¶ A letter from your parent/guardian confirming their relationship to you and their 
permission for you to use their funds 

¶ A legal document confirming your relationship with your parent/guardian (birth 
certificate, adoption certificate or court document) 

¶ An original bank statement or letter from your parent/guardian  
 

 

Example of financial 

consent letter from 

guardian 
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 *DISCLAIMER – the figures shown are to be used ONLY as an example. 

Example of 

Parental Bank 

Statement 


