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GLASGOW CALEDONIAN UNIVERSITY 
 
HONORARY DEGREES      

 
Strictly Confidential Nominations for the Award of an Honorary Degree of the University at a Graduation and 
Awards Ceremony 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY - this nomination process is strictly confidential and under no circumstances should it be 
discussed or communicated beyond those making the nomination and the Honorary Degrees Committee. It 
should not be discussed with the individuals concerned nor should they be made aware of their nomination 
until approval has been granted by the Honorary Degrees Committee on behalf of Senate.  If confidentiality is 
found to have been broken the nomination will be withdrawn with immediate effect. 
 
 
Notes of Guidance on the Criteria for the Confidential Nomination and Award of Honorary Degree 
 
The University confers honorary degrees on persons of distinction who have made or are capable of making a 
major contribution to the work of the University or have earned distinction for activities more widely in the 
community, ie education, the professions, business, trade unions, culture, creative work or public service. 
 
Categories of honorary awards: 
 
Honorary Doctorate Degree - appropriate for those who have made a major contribution at national and/or 
international level and/or who have made an exceptional contribution to the development of the University. 

 
Honorary Fellowship - appropriate for those who have made a major direct contribution to the general 
development of the University. 
 
(Note: The Honorary Degrees Committee may, at its discretion and in exceptional and minuted circumstances, 
determine that an award should be made with criteria more flexibily applied than suggested above.). 
 
The Honorary Degrees Committee will only, very exceptionally, consider awards to nominees in the undernoted 
categories: 
 

▪ Active Politicians, local or national other than those who have reached senior Cabinet position or are 
recognised as filling a Statesman/Stateswoman role; 

▪ Current Members of Court and the salaried Staff of the University; 
▪ Candidates whose nominations are based primarily on the fact that they are External Assessors of the 

University. 
 
DEGREES WHICH MAY BE CONFERRED 
 
The degrees which may be conferred honoris causa by the University are -  
 
 Doctor of Science (DSc) 
 Doctor of Letters (DLitt) 
 Doctor of Technology (DTech) 
 Doctor of the University (DUniv) 
 Doctor of Engineering (DEng) 

Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) 
 Doctor of Laws (LLD) 
 Honorary Fellowship 
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Successful nominations will demonstrate excellence in at least one of: 
 
Academe:  A record of distinction in research or innovation in learning and teaching or academic/institutional 
leadership which is internationally recognised and valued. 

 
Entrepreneurialism/Social innovation: A clearly demonstrable record of entrepreneurial achievement/social 
innovation of national or international importance.  This may be purely business achievement, in which case 
evidence of philanthropy would be beneficial, or social innovation in line with the University’s Vision and Mission. 

 
Achievement: This may be any walk of life e.g. The Arts, Sport, Public Life, Business and Commerce etc.  The 
criterion is that the achievement is truly outstanding. A local connection is beneficial, but not a requirement. 
 
 
NOMINATIONS PROCEDURE  
 
Nominations must be submitted by completion of the Honorary Degrees Committee Nomination Proforma, 
available by emailing honorarydegrees@gcu.ac.uk.  
 
The proforma must contain a supporting statement and an outline CV indicating clearly how the nominee has 
either contributed/will contribute to the work of the University and earned distinction in other areas.  The case 
will be strengthened by establishing a clear regional connection or, at national or international levels, distinction 
in a specific field.  A specific University connection will add considerable weight to the case.  Proposals are to 
provide as much information as possible, within the constraints imposed by confidentiality, to enable the 
Honorary Degrees Committee to reach a preliminary view prior to making whatever additional investigations are 
considered necessary. 
 
Nominations are welcomed from members of the Honorary Degrees Committee, the University Court, the 
Students’ Association and members of staff as follows –  
 
1. Members of the Honorary Degrees Committee, the University Court and the Students’ Association should 

complete the Honorary Degrees Nomination pro forma and send it to honorarydegrees@gcu.ac.uk.  
 
2. Schools are encouraged to consider distinguished academic nominations and to seek nominees that reflect 

the work and academic direction of the School.  Nominations may come forward from departmental level by 
individual members of staff and should be submitted to the Dean.  Collected nominations from within the 
School should be considered by a nominated group of the School Board, chaired by the Dean, and where 
accepted forwarded to the Secretary of the Honorary Degrees Committee (honorarydegrees@gcu.ac.uk).   

 
3. Professional and Support Services Staff should submit their nominations to the Director with oversight of 

their functional area for review and onward transmission to the Secretary to the Honorary Degrees 
Committee (honorarydegrees@gcu.ac.uk).   
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