Richard Bell – BSc (Hons) Diagnostic Imaging Science (Radiography)

Richard, 24 from Bargeddie who is in his fourth year of his degree, has been developing a website in his spare time to address key learning needs of student radiographers, as well as the professional development needs of practising radiographers.  The website, X-RAYTODAY, was conceived by Richard through his frustration at the lack of current online diagnostic imaging learning resources and the Magnusson Award will enable him to fill a gap in the market and to develop a platform that will allow both students and teachers to enrol, communicate and access relevant learning resources via the internet.    


Tara French, PhD student, Psychology

Tara’s (23 from Rothes) Magnusson Award will enable her to start a community choir open to everyone in the region of Speyside where she comes from.  To start her project, Tara hopes to attend the choral conducting workshops run by the Association of British Choral Directors (www.abcd.org.uk).  The project will also form part of Tara’s research for her PhD thesis, which will investigate the effects of musical participation on health and wellbeing.  She feels that not only does the project facilitate her personal and professional development, but also has huge potential for promoting a sense of community and all the benefits that that can bring, including social cohesion, friendship, reduction in loneliness and isolation, and promotion of self confidence.



Kellie Gibson, PhD student, Rheumatology

Kellie, 23 from Belfast, is in the first year of her PhD studies focussing on research into personalised foot orthotics (insoles or splints) for patients with rheumatoid arthritis.  Kellie’s Magnusson Award will enable her to volunteer with The Leprosy Mission International, Bangladesh for four-weeks.  During this time, she will visit different work stations and hospitals covering 14 districts, each showing a diverse range of community rehabilitation projects. She feels that this opportunity to work in a developing country will allow her to reflect on the high technology medical approach adopted for her own research, and to consider how her own approaches could be developed over time, to increase access to disadvantaged populations world-wide.



Deborah Hunter, BSc (Hons) Psychology

Deborah, 21 from Dumbarton who is in the final year of her Honours degree, will use her Magnusson Award for a two-part project: to showcase her choreography work at shows and competitions throughout the UK; and to allow her to complete the highest level of teaching exams in order to effectively convey the skills and benefits that can be gained from taking part in regular dance classes to the wider community. Deborah, who already teaches dance to many young people through the university’s Caledonian Club and Routes for All projects, hopes that, as a result, she will be able to achieve her ultimate aim of establishing a dance school for local children.



Robert McQueen, BSc (Hons) Quantity Surveying (part-time)

Robert, 22 from Springboig who is working towards a BSc in Quantity Surveying on a part-time basis, will use his Magnusson Award to fulfil his dream of coaching football to orphaned children in South America. The programme is run in Posadas, Argentina and is organised via STA Travel.  For three weeks, Robert will live with a guest family, while working with the football coaching programme Monday to Friday. He hopes that by transferring skills to underprivileged children, he will both help them in their future achievements, and take his own first steps to a career in sports development worldwide.



Laura Holmes, Gail Frame, Jane Thomson, Mairi Manners, Doreen Mall

Armenia Occupational Therapy Group

Santander/Magnusson Award

This joint Magnusson Award will enable a group of one level three and four final year Occupational Therapy students to complete a two-week student professional development study trip to Armenia.  Last year they heard a lecture about the work undertaken by the European Network of Occupational Therapy in Higher Education to establish Occupational Therapy education programmes in Georgia and Armenia as a means of promoting the social inclusion and human rights of people with disabilities in these countries.  This sparked in them a desire to learn more about new approaches to Occupational Therapy service delivery, which are in contrast to current practices in Scotland.  Following the trip, they have agreed to deliver workshops on their experience to fellow GCU students, write an article for the British Journal of Occupational Therapy and present at the next Scottish Occupational Therapy student conference. 

